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The  First  Twenty-five  Years  of  Lebanon 
Valley  College. 

by 

E.  Benjamin  Bierman,  Pb.  D. 

Previous  to  the  year  1865  there  was  in  intelligent  circles 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church  considerable  discussion  on  the 
need  of  a higher  educational  institution  in  eastern  territory. 
Parents,  and  indeed  all  friends  of  the  church,  realized  that  the 
placing  of  their  sons  and  daughters  under  the  tuition  of  others 
than  those  of  their  own  religious  persuation  often  won  them 
away  from  their  denomination.  Hence  in  response  to  this 
very  general  and  growing  desire,  frequentl}'  expressed  by  both 
laity  and  the  ministry,  the  East  Pennsylvania  Annual  Confer- 
ence at  its  session  in  March,  1865,  held  at  Lebanon,  passed 
resolutions  by  a very  large  vote  deciding  to  establish  an  insti- 
tution of  learning  in  some  conveniently  located  town  within 
the  limits  of  the  East  Pennsylvania  or  the  Pennsylvania  Con- 
ference, and  named  as  a committee  Revs.  Daniel  S.  Early,  G. 
W.  Miles  Rigor,  \V.  S H.  Keys  and  Messrs.  John  B.  Steh- 
man  and  Abraham  Sherk  to  confer  with  a similar  committee 
appointed  by  the  Pennsylvania  Conference  and  to  determine 
upon  a location.  One  year  later,  namely,  in  March,  1866, 
this  committee  reported  to  the  xAnnual  Conference  in  session 
at  Columbia  and,  on  recommendation  of  a Committee  on  Ed- 
ucational Interests  consisting  of  Revs.  Ezekiel  Light,  G.  \V. 
Miles  Rigor,  and  Lewis  Peters,  the  following  decisive  action 
was  taken,  first,  to  establish  a school  of  high  grade  under  the 
management  and  supervision  of  the  church;  secoruf,  to  accept 
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for  this  purpose  the  grounds  and  building  of  what  was  theu 
known  as  the  Aunville  Academy  tendered  as  a gift  to  the  Con- 
ference authorities  by  Messrs.  Rudolph  Herr,  John  H.  Kin- 
ports,  George  A.  Mark,  Lewis  W.  Craumer,  George  W.  Hov- 
erter,  and  others,  on  condition  that  the  Conference  forever 
maintain  an  institution  of  learning  of  high  grade,  and  thinly 
to  lease  the  building  and  grounds  to  a responsible  party,  com- 
petent to  take  charge  of  the  school  for  the  ensuing  year,  in 
the  name  of  and  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  following 
Board  of  Trustees,  viz  : Revs.  D.  S.  Early,  Geo.  A.  Mark, 

G.  W.  Miles  Rigor,  J.  B.  Daugherty,  Lewis  WL  Craumer, 
David  Hoffman,  and  Messrs.  Jno.  B.  Stehman,  John  H.  Kin- 
ports,  Abraham  Sherk,  Rudolph  Herr,  H.  H.  Kreider  and 
Samuel  Walmer.  At  the  organization  of  this  board  Mr. 
Henry  H.  Kreider  was  elected  treasurer,  which  office  he  faith- 
fully and  acceptably  filled  from  1S66  to  1S97,  a period  of 
thirty-one  years.  In  June,  1897,  he  declined  a re  election. 
The  school  was  named  Lebanon  \’alley  ColleCtE,  and 
opened  May  7,  1866,  with  forty-nine  students  in  attendance 
the  first  term,  and  continued  during  the  following  fall,  winter 
and  spring  terms,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  one  hundred 
and  fifty-three  students  were  found  on  the  enrollment  list. 
During  this  year  Professors  Thomas  R.  \'ickroy,  Daniel  W. 
Frieze,  E.  Benj.  Bierman,  John  S.  Krumbine,  Mrs.  E.  S. 
\'ickroy  and  Misses  Ellen  L-  Walker,  Eliza  A.  Stetson  and 
Lizzie  M.  Rigler  were  employed  as  instructors.  On  the  15th 
day  of  July,  of  this  year,  the  entire  school  property  was 
leased  to  Geo.  W.  Miles  Rigor  and  Thomas  R.  \’ickroy  for  the 
term  of  five  years  from  date.  At  the  xLnnual  Conference  .ses- 
sion held  at  Annville  in  March,  1867,  the  Board  of  Trustees 
was  given  full  power  to  proceed  under  the  contemplated 
charter  to  purchase  additional  ground  and  to  erect  thereon  an 
additional  building.  The  ground,  consisting  of  eleven  acres, 
was  purchased  from  Messrs.  John  D.  Beaver,  C.  Carmany  and 
Peter  Graybill.  On  the  east  and  north  ends  of  these  grounds 
twenty-four  building  lots  were  laid  off  and  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  day  of  the  corner  stone  laying  seventeen  of  these  lots 
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were  sold  at  public  sale  for  $5,580.  From  the  remaining 
seven  lots  over  $2,000  dollars  were  realized  by  sale  afterwards. 
In  April  of  the  same  year  a liberal  charter  was  granted  by  the 
State  Legislature  under  the  title  of  Lebanon  Valley  College, 
and  soon  thereafter  a college  faculty  organized  with  Prof. 
Thomas  Rees  V'ickroy  as  president,  and  Prof.  E.  Benjamin 
Bierman  as  principal  of  a normal  department  for  teachers. 

After  the  purchase  of  additional  ground  a Building  Com- 
mittee. consisting  of  President  \'ickroy,  George  A.  Mark  and 
Rudolph  Herr,  was  appointed  to  contract  for  the  erection  of  a 
three-story  brick  building  in  accordance  with  plans  and  speci- 
fications previously  drawn  by  Architect  Benjamin  B.  Lehman, 
of  Lebanon.  The  building,  as  planned,  included  a large  re- 
fectory with  kitchen  and  other  culinary  attachments  on  the 
ground  floor,  a large  chapel,  a president’s  office,  reception 
room  and  four  recitation  rooms  on  the  first  floor:  recitation 
and  dormitory  rooms  and  a toilet  room  on  the  second  floor, 
and  dormitory  rooms  and  toilet  on  the  third  floor.  The  con- 
tract for  it  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Rudolph  Herr,  and  ground 
was  broken  by  members  of  the  Building  Committee  and  Rev. 
K.  Light,  the  writer,  and  others  on  Tuesday  morning.  May 
28th,  and  work  progressed  rapidly  until  Friday,  Augnst  23rd, 
on  which  day  in  the  forenoon  at  ten  o’clock  the  corner  stone 
of  the  building  was  laid  with  impressive  ceremonies,  in  the 
presence  of  the  F'aculty  and  students  of  the  college  and  many 
other  interested  spectators.  The  Rev.  William  S.  H.  Keys, 
pastor  of  the  United  Brethren  church,  at  Harrisburg,  offici- 
ated, placed  the  contents  into  a tin  lined  box  in  the  stone, 
and  offered  the  prayer.  After  these  exercises  the  large  con- 
course of  students,  teachers,  ministers  and  friends  formed 
into  line  and  marched  to  the  United  Brethren  church  in  town 
where  interesting  and  eloquent  addresses  on  the  educational 
work  of  the  State  and  in  the  United  Brethren  church,  were  de- 
livered by  Flon.  J.  P.  Wickersham,  LL.  D.,  State  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction,  and  Rev.  Ezekiel  Light,  P.  E., 
of  Lebanon.  This  occasion  was  graced  with  the  presence  of  a 
distinguished  visitor  to  this  country  at  the  time  in  the  interest 
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of  general  education  in  the  person  of  Senor  Sariniento,  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  of  the  Argentine  Confederation,  South 
America,  to  our  government  at  Washington,  and  who  by 
special  request  made  a brief  address  in  broken  English, 
Spanish  being  his  native  language,  expressing  his  gratification 
and  good  wishes  for  the  new  and  growing  institution. 

In  the  erection  of  the  building  Mr.  Herr,  being  a lumber 
dealer,  furnished  chat  material  himself,  and  John  N.  Smith, 
now  an  aged  resident  of  Annville,  supplied  the  brick.  Abra- 
ham Kauffman  and  Israel  Gruber,  both  deceased,  had  charge 
of  the  carpenter  and  brick  work  respectively,  and  Joel  Boltz, 
now  a retired  octogenarian,  was  the  boss  plasterer. 

In  the  progress  of  the  work  during  the  fall  of  the  year 
professors  and  students  very  frequently  assisted  in  carrying 
the  large  timbers  into  the  building  and  placing  them  in  posi- 
tion, and  on  theeveningof  Thursday,  the  nineteenth  day  of 
December,  at  the  close  of  the  school  term  a public  oratorical 
exhibition  was  given  in  the  new  chapel  by  the  students. 

Work  on  the  building  continued  during  the  winter  and 
spring  of  1S68,  and  at  the  end  of  the  college  year  the  closing 
exercises  were  held  in  it.  Rev.  William  S.  H.  Keys  preached 
the  first  sermon  on  Sunday  morning,  June  fourteenth,  and  on 
the  following  Tuesday  evening,  the  sixteenth,  John  H.  Weiss, 
Esq.,  of  Harrisburg,  now  President  Judge  of  the  courts  of 
Dauphin  county,  delivered  an  interesting  address  before  the 
Philokosmian  Literary  Society.  Before  the  opening  of  the 
Fall  term  of  that  year  the  contractor  pronounced  the  building 
completed  and  as  such  it  was  accepted  from  his  hands  by  the 
building  committee,  and  steward,  professors  and  studen:s  at 
once  took  possession.  The  entire  cost  of  the  building,  in- 
cluding the  completion  of  the  cupola  and  the  portico  at  the 
south  entrance  was  531,000. 

The  first  regular  commencement  exercises  occurred  in 
the  chapel  of  this  building  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  June, 
1S70,  on  which  occasion  two  gentlemen  and  one  lady  were 
graduated,  namely,  William  B.  Bodenhorn,  who  served  as 
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superintendent  of  our  public  schools  for  many  years,  and 
Albert  C.  Rigler,  a successful  banker,  and  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Lebanon  County  Historical  Society,  both  deceased,  and 
Mary  A.  Weiss,  now  Mrs.  John  R.  Reitzel,  of  Chicago,  111. 

The  value  of  early  practice  in  public  oratory  and  debate 
is  acknowledged  on  all  sides.  Familiarity  with  parliamentary 
rules,  learning  to  think  while  on  your  feet  and  in  the  presence 
of  an  audience,  and  kindly  criticism  of  your  public  efforts  by 
your  superiors,  is  just  what  every  ambitious  young  student 
needs  and  wants  and  with  a full  recognition  of  these  facts  the 
young  men  of  the  college  were  not  slow  to  secure  an  organi- 
zation to  accomplish  these  ends.  Early  in  April,  soon  after  the 
opening  of  the  spring  term  of  1867,  a preliminary  meeting  was 
held  and  a committee  appointed  to  draft  a Constitution  and 
By  Laws  for  the  government  of  a literary  society,  having  for 
its  object  “the  cultivation  of  a correct  mode  of  speaking  and 
to  qualify  its  members  by  practice  to  express  opinions  in  pub- 
lic in  a correct  manner,  social  advancement  and  generally  to 
secure  information  upon  all  subjects  calculated  to  inform  the 
mind.’’  Weekly  meetings  were  held  during  the  month  to 
which  this  committee  from  time  to  time  reported  the  result  of 
its  labors:  the  forms  and  various  provisions  of  the  reports 
were  freely  discussed,  altered  or  modified  when  deemed  wise, 
and  finally  at  a meeting  on  May  3,  1867,  the  first  Friday  of 
the  month,  the  carefully  prepared  Constitution  and  By-Laws 
were  adopted  as  a whole,  the  name.  The  Philokosmian  Liter- 
ary Society,  as  suggested  by  President  Vickroy,  approved, 
and  the  following  named  gentlemen  affixed  their  signatures  to 
the  document  : 


David  W.  Crider, 
Cyrus  A.  Loose, 
j.  Wesley  Etter, 

J.  B.  Burgner, 
William  H.  Driver, 
Joseph  H.  Light, 
.\braham  H.  Reider, 
Harrv  P.  Mover, 


Cornelius  S.  Meily, 
D.  E.  Bomgarduer, 
Harry  Stouffer, 
Ji.hn  H.  Graybill, 
Christian  C.  Henry, 
Win.  H.  Seibert, 
Samuel  R.  Gipple, 
X,  B.  Light, 
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John  J.  Bolton, 

A.  S-  Bickel, 
Henry  J.  Kremer, 


Joseph  H.  Best, 
Samuel  Sheesley, 
K.  Benj.  Bierman. 


J.  C.  McAlister, 

The  Philokosmian  thus  ranks  as  the  first  regularly  orga- 
nized literary  society  of  the  college,  and  the  gentlemen  named 
above  as  its  founders.  The  motto  of  the  society,  “BJsse  qnam 
\'ideri,”  was  adopted  on  March  29,  1872,  nearly  five  years 
after  its  organization.  By  resolution  the  first  Friday  of  May 
was  named  the  society’s  anniversary  day. 

At  about  this  time  opposition  to  the  school  by  an  element 
in  the  church  became  very  manifest.  Members  of  the  local 
church,  who  had  been  active  in  religious  work,  absented 
themselves  from  the  stated  meetings  and  the  pastor  in  charge, 
under  mistaken  views  of  collegiate  training,  sympathized  with 
the  dissatisfied  ones  and  invited  an  ex-bishop  into  his  pulpit 
who,  taking  for  his  text  Paul’s  saying;  "Knowledge  puffeth 
up’’  and,  without  the  edifying  charity,  spent  an  hour  on  Sun- 
day morning,  June  30,  in  hurling  his  fallacious  arguments  at 
the  heads  of  astonished  friends  and  complacently  regaling  the 
deluded  enemies  of  the  progressive  movement.  President 
\'ickroy  says  in  his  report  to  the  conference,  "The  attendance 
of  students  was  reduced  from  one  hundred  to  seventy-five, 
and  the  cause  of  this  diminution  was  persistent  opposition  to 
the  school  on  the  part  of  certain  brethren.’’ 

It  is  only  fair  to  state  in  this  connection  that  E.x-Bishop 
John  Russell  towards  the  close  of  his  life  materially  relented 
in  his  opposition  to  colleges  in  the  church  to  the  e.xtent  that 
he  willed  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollar^  to  the  Pennsylvania 
and  East  Pennsylvania  Conferences,  the  interest  of  the  same 
to  be  used  for  the  education  of  young  men  called  to  the  minis, 
try,  and  that  Rev.  George  W.  Hoffman,  the  pastor  at  Annville 
referred  to,  and  others,  severed  their  connection  with  the 
church  by  action  of  the  conference. 

At  a public  meeting  of  the  teachers  and  students  called 
early  in  January,  1867,  for  the  purpose  of  devising  ways  and 
means  to  establish  a library  a committee  of  three,  consisting 


I.KHAXON  VALLEY  COLLEGE. 


I 20 


of  Mr.  Cyrus  A.  Loose,  Mr.  David  \V.  Crider  and  Miss  Sallie 
M.  Rigler,  was  appointed  to  solicit  money  and  books.  This 
committee  went  to  work  at  once,  and  by  the  twelfth  of  May 
following,  when  they  made  their  final  report,  they  had  se- 
cured $86., in  cash  and  over  one  hundred  valuable  books. 
Among  the  cash  contributors  were  Mr.  Jonathan  Herr  who 
gave  $io,  Dr.  Wm.  Grnmbine,  $5,  and  others  of  less  amounts. 
Rev.  Daniels.  Early  donated  Josephus’  Works,  6 vol.;  Rev. 
G.  W.  Miles  Rigor,  Clark’s  Commentary,  4 vol.;  Rev.  Adam 
Steigerwald,  De  Aubigne’s  History  of  the  Reformation, 
Greelev’s  Great  Conflict,  by  George  W.  Hoverter,  and  Ban- 
crafts’  History  of  the  United  States,  by  President  Vickroy. 

Rev.  Prof.  Thomas  R.  Vickroy, 
Ph.  D.,  the  first  president  of  Leba- 
non Valley  College,  was  a native  of 
Somerset  county,  this  State, and  af- 
ter the  necessary  preliminary  pre- 
paration entered  Dickinson  College, 
where  he  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  A B.  Soon  thereafter  he 
engaged  to  teach  in  an  academy  and 
followed  this  profession  for  several 
years  until  he  was  called  to  an  im- 
portant position  in  a bank  at  Co- 
lumbia, Pa.  Here  he  was  employed 
when  he  was  elected  to  the  pres- 
dency  of  Lebanon  Valley  College  in 
1866.  As  head  of  the  new  institution  he  proved  himself 
well  fitted  tor  the  place.  Being  of  sanguine  temperament  and 
the  possessor  of  great  decision  of  character  he  was  not  easily 
thwarted  by  opposition  nor  discouraged  by  lack  of  support 
from  sources  where  he  would  naturally  expect  help.  Well 
equipped  as  a scholar,  with  fair  abilities  as  a speaker,  he  was 
able  to  represent  the  instirution  in  any  circle  with  credit  to 
himself  and  the  cause  of  education. 

For  five  years,  from  iS66  to  1871,  he  wisely  directed  the 
affairs  of  the  institution.  During  his  administration  its 
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charter  was  prepared  and  afterwards  granted  by  the  State 
Legislature:  the  laws  and  regulations  for  the  internal  workings 
framed  and  adopted;  the  curriculum  established,  and  two 
classes,  those  of  oSjo  and  iSji,  graduated.  All  this  meant 
work  and  only  those  who  are  in  like  employment  can  appre- 
ciate the  magnitude  of  the  task.  He  was  the  author  of  an 
English  Grammar  and  a work  on  Rhetoric,  and  during  recent 
years  the  editor  of  a monthly  publication  entitled  “Phonetic 
Spelling’’  After  his  resignation  in  June,  1S71,  as  president 
of  the  college  he  located  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  he  was 
principal  of  a high  school  for  many  years,  and  where  he  died 
in  April,  1904,  aged  71  years.  He  was  a man  of  fine  pres- 
ence, a genial  companion,  a first  class  financier,  and  a 
successful  administrator  of  the  affairs  of  the  college. 

In  June,  1871,  Prof.  Lucian 
H.  Hammond,  A.  M.,  was  elected 
president  of  the  college.  He  was 
a native  of  Ohio,  born  at  Worth- 
ington, Franklin  county,  Septem- 
ber 7,  1825,  and  was  an  altuiinus  of 
Ohio  Wesleyan  University,  located 
at  Delaware,  had  successfully 
taught  in  Otterbein  University, 
Westerville,  O.,  and  Cottage  Hill 
College,  York,  Pa.,  and  had  served 
as  professor  of  ancient  languages 
in  this  institution  for  four  years 
immediately  preceding  his  election, 
all  of  which  gave  practical  evi- 
dence of  his  competency  to  take  the  leadership  of  the  young  and 
growing  college.  During  his  administration  five  classes  were 
graduated,  numbering  twenty-four  in  all,  several  members  of 
which  have  distinguished  themseh'es  in  their  respective  fields 
of  labor,  and  the  Pennsylvania  and  the  \’irginia  conferences 
j jiued  the  forces  of  this  conference  to  make  the  educational 
work  in  the  east  a success.  This  brought  new  blood  into  the 
organization  and  additional  patronage  to  the  institution  from 
central  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  \'irginia. 
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During  the  fall  term  of  1S72  Miss  Sarah  Burns,  with  the 
assistance  of  Miss  Rebecca  Kinports  and  Miss  Ellen  Jane 
Mark,  succeeded  in  enlisting  a number  of  the  young  lady  stu- 
dents in  the  organization  of  a literary  society  for  their  exclu- 
sive use  and  benefit,  and  after  taking  counsel  with  the  presi- 
dent and  members  of  the  Faculty,  and  holding  several  intro- 
ductory meetings,  a Constitution  with  the  necessary  By-Laws 
was  adopted  on  the  evening  of  November  29,  1872,  under  the 
name  and  title  of  The  Clionian  Literary  Society,  and  the 
motto,  “Virtute  et  Fide,”  was  unanimously  chosen.  The  fol- 
lowing signed  the  document  at  the  first  regular  meeting  and 
thus  became  the  founders  of  the  society  : 


Sarah  Burns, 

Rebecca  Kinports, 
Ellen  Jane  Mark, 
Louisa  S.  Leisenring, 
Rebecca  Schweitzer. 
Lizzie  Gensemer, 
Emma  K.  Rigler, 
Laura  E.  Saylor, 
Clara  J.  Siegrist, 

The  society  held  its 


Annie  V.  Collins, 
Maggie  C.  Hershey. 
Fannie  C.  Killinger, 
Sallie  Herr, 
Lizzie  E.  Mase, 
x\lice  Stehman, 
(31ive  H.  Stehman, 
Sallie  J.  Young. 


first  anniversary  the  following  year 
and  soon  became  u vigorous  and  efficient  force  in  promoting 
the  principles  and  practice  of  public  reading  and  speaking. 
The  anniver.sary  exercises  now  regularly  occur  on  Thanks- 
giving night.  The  first  annual  address  before  the  joint  liter- 
ary societies  was  delivered  by  ex-Governor  James  Pollock,  on 
Wednesday  evening,  June  tr,  tS73. 

During  commencement  week  of  tS74  at  the  instance  of 
Professor  Scribner  the  board  of  trustees  appropriated  the  sum 
of  three  hundred  dollars  to  replenish  the  college  library.  In 
addition  to  this  sum  personal  contributions  were  also  made  in 
the  form  of  books  and  cash.  President  Himmond  gave 
twenty-five  books:  Professor  Scribner,  fifty  books;  Professor 
Bierman,  fifty  books:  Jacob  Hoke,  ten  books:  Rev.  D.  D. 
Keedy,  ten  dollars.  Rev.  Z.  x\.  Colestock,  ten  dollars:  and 
Joseph  B.  Hursh,  ten  dollars.  Many  others  gave  smaller 
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amounts  of  money  and  a less  number  of  books,  but  upon  the 
whole  the  support  was  liberal,  and  at  the  opening  of  the  fall 
term  of  that  year  the  library  had  found  new  and  enlarged 
quarters  and  had  more  than  doubled  the  number  of  volumes 
on  its  shelves.  This  was  a popular  greetiugwith  the  students. 

President  Hammond  had  special  gifts  to  impart  what  he 
knew  to  others,  and  was  a most  rigid  disciplinarian.  To 
higher  education  he  had  given  much  attention,  and  there  was 
nothing  new  in  educational  methods  that  he  did  not  investi- 
gate; nothing  old  that  he  would  preserve  if  he  thought  that  it 
had  lost  its  value.  Under  his  management  the  college  made 
steady  and  substantial  advancement.  Failing  health  com- 
pelled him  to  resign  in  June,  1.S76.  Soon  after  he  changed 
his  residence  to  Landisville,  New  Jersey,  where  he  died  of 
heart  trouble  on  Tuesday,  March  20,  1877,  in  the  fifty  second 
vear  of  his  age.  His  remains  lie  buried  in  an  unmarked 
erave  in  Siloam  cemetery  near  the  city  of  \'ineland. 

In  the  summer  of  1876  new 
life  was  infused  into  the  College  by 
the  election  of  Rev.  David  D.  De- 
Long,  D.  D.,  as  president.  The 
protracted  sickness  of  the  retiring 
president  during  the  previous  year 
had  greatly  hindered  the  progress 
of  the  institution  and  her  loyal 
supporters  began  to  realize  that 
vigorous  measures  and  devoted 
service  alone  could  recover  her  for- 
mer prestige.  The  entire  faculty 
was  therefore  reconstructed  and 
only  two  of  the  old  instructors, 
namely,  Professor  Bierman  and 
A new  steward  was  elected,  the 
book  and  stationary  department  was  abandoned,  and  a new 
financial  system  adapted.  Early  during  the  administration 
the  Allegheny  Annual  Conference  voted  to  co-operate,  elected 
i ts  quota  of  tru.-.tees  and  otheiwise  gave  substantial  a.s.sistance. 


PRES.  DEI.ONC,. 

Miss  Smith  were  retained. 
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At  preliminary  meetings  held  during  the  months  of  Janu- 
ary and  February  of  1877  a movement  was  inaugurated  to 
organize  another  literary  society  for  young  men.  This  was 
encouraged  by  the  college  authorities,  as  it  was  deemed  emi- 
nently wuse  and  promotive  of  the  best  interests  of  the  college 
and  students.  The  Philokosmians  were  without  a rival  and 
frequently  lacked  interest  in  their  society  work.  Mr.  Horace 
S.  Kephart,  a member  of  the  Sophomore  class,  was  appointed 
to  prepare  a Constitution  and  By-Laws,  and  at  a meeting  on 
the  ninth  day  or  March,  1S77,  he  reported  the  result  of  his 
labors,  and  after  some  amendments  and  a few  verbal  changes 
the  same  was  unanimously  adopted.  The  motto,  “Palma  non 
sine  Pulvere,”  was  chosen  at  a subsequent  meeting.  Prof. 
Louis  H.  McFadden  selected  the  name.  The  Kalozetean 
Literary  Society,  which  was  accepted.  The  following  named 
students  signed  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  and  became 
charter  members  : 


Horace  S.  Kephart, 
Simon  P.  Light, 

Jacob  L.  Whitmoyer, 
Allen  Penn  Strayer, 
Cyrus  G.  Richards, 
Charles  E.  Rauch, 

John  L.  Garman, 
Bright  C.  Lindenmuth, 
Sealon  S.  Daugherty, 


Alfred  C.  Dice, 
Clayton  P.  Saylor, 
William  F.  Garman, 
Robert  F.  Strayer, 
Nelson  P.  Moyer, 
Henry  Marquett, 
Harvey  C.  Hoverter, 
Samuel  T.  Mower, 
Geo.  W.  Van  Meter. 


On  .Monday  evening  of  Commencement  week,  June  qth, 
the  society  gave  the  first  public  rhetorical  exercise,  and  their 
anniversary  is  regularly  observed  on  the  first  Friday  evening 
of  April. 

During  his  administration  the  musical  department 
was  organized  and  a regular  course  esmblished  and  the  first 
class,  consisting  of  Misses  Alice  K.  Gingrich,  now  Mrs.  A. 
L.  Cowell:  Mary  A.  Knepper,  now  Mrs.  Meed:  Pilla  M.  Smith, 
now  .Mrs.  S.  P.  Light,  and  .Ada  M.  Underwood,  now  Mrs. 
.Ayers,  was  graduated  in  June,  1S82.  The  organization  of  this 
department  was  a wise  movement  as  is  evidenced  at  this  day. 


I 


LEBANON  COUNTY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


and  its  excellent  work  at  once  popularized  the  institution. 
Classes  have  been  graduated  in  music  annually  ever  since, 
and  the  many  rehearsals  and  numerous  concerts  and  recitals 
constantly  assist  in  the  cultivation  of  the  aesthetic  side  of  the 
student’s  life. 

In  the  summer  of  1883  a large  two  story  frame  building 
was  erected  on  College  avenue,  immediately  east  of  the  main 
building,  which  contained  a fine  and  well-lighted  art  room, 
several  music  rooms  for  practice,  the  entire  department  of 
natural  science,  a museum,  and  the  college  library. 

President  DeLong,  a native  of  Indiana,  was  educated  iu 
Otterbein  University,  Westerville,  O.,  graduating  in  1S70,  and 
iu  the  Allegheny  Theological  Seminary:  had  a number  of 
years'  experience  in  teaching  in  Roanoke  ( Ind.)  Classical 
Seminary  and  in  the  pastorate  at  Mount  Plessaut  and  other 
stations  in  the  Allegheny  Conference,  and  came  to  the  institu- 
tion well  equipped  for  the  task  before  him.  During  his  ad- 
ministration one  hundred  and  seven  students  were  graduated, 
ninety-three  in  the  literary  department  and  fourteen  in  music. 
In  August,  [SS7,  he  resigned,  and  he  is  now  located  in  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  as  pastor  of  a Congregational  church. 

For  several  months  of  the  P^all 
term  of  1SS7  the  College  was  with- 
out a president  and  her  interests 
were  managed  by  the  Executive 
Committee  and  the  Faculty  jointlv. 
Flarly  in  October  the  Rev.  Fldmuiul 
S.  Lorenz,  A.  M.,  was  elected  to 
the  position,  and  soon  thereafter 
entered  upon  its  duties. 

Mr.  Lorenz  is  an  aliun'ius  of 
Otterbein  University,  a man  of  af- 
fairs, and  the  fortunate  possessor 
of  excellent  business  abilities.  He 
is  a fine  conversationalist,  and  be- 
ing a ready  and  fluent  speaker,  and  an  acceptable  preacher 
in  the  Oerinan  language,  by  that  means  successfully  reached 
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a class  of  people  iu  the  church  who  had  hitherto  not  been 
actively  enlisted  in  our  educational  work.  Enlargement 
was  his  motto,  and  the  friends  of  the  College  rallied  to  his 
support.  A course  for  advanced  post-graduate  work  was 
prepared  and  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  a num- 
ber of  students  took  up  work  for  advanced  degrees.  To  him 
belongs  also  the  credit  of  establishing  a college  paper.  On 
January  i,  1SS8,  the  first  number  of  “The  College  Forum’’ 
made  its  appearance  under  the  editorship  of  the  Faculty, 
and  in  it^  Salularnus  the  editor  says,  “We  desire  to  make 
the  FoRU.’\r  the  expression  of  all  the  varied  life  connected 
with  Lebanon  \'alley  College.  College  life,  grave  or  gay, 
scholarly  or  social,  will  be  mirrored  in  its  pages.  Plans  for 
improvement  will  be  discussed.  Important  subjects  germane 
to  our  work  will  receive  attention.  In  short,  the  Forum 
will  be  the  place  where  something  instructive,  as  well  as 
pleasing  concerning  the  College,  may  always  be  expected.  ’ ' 
The  College  Forum  ever  since  its  establishment,  has  been 
no  small  factor  in  promotiug  the  institution’s  best  interests. 

With  a devotion  that  won  the  admiration  of  his  friends  he 
la’)ored  incessantly  for  nearly  two  years  to  make  the  Institu- 
tion the  peer  of  any  in  the  State,  but  under  this  pressure  his 
health  failed  and  he  was  obliged  to  retire  with  the  close  of  the 

At  the  annual  session  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  during  com- 
mencement week  of  this  year,  Rev. 
Cyrus  J.  Kephart,  D.  D.,  of  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  a graduate  of  West- 
ern College,  Toledo.  Iowa,  and  of 
Union  Biblical  Seminary,  was 
elected  president.  He  assumed  the 
duties  ot  the  office  at  the  opening 
of  the  Fall  term,  and  instituted  a 
vigorous  administration.  Secured 
creditable  additions  to  the  endow- 
ment fund  and  had  other  plans  ma- 
tured, but  because  of  some  dis- 
couraging conditions  he  declined  a 
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re  election  at  the  close  of  the  first  year.  He  is  now  president 
of  Western  College,  his  alma  mater. 

The  question  of  re-locating  the  College  began  to  grow 
formidable  at  this  time.  It  had  its  beginning  about  five  vears 
previous  and  because  of  its  constant  agitation  and  of  some 
prominent  adherents  the  influence  of  it  divided  the  friends  of 
the  institution,  and  greatly  militated  against  its  progress. 
Some  were  almost  in  despair,  others  were  indifferent,  a small 
number  hoped  for  the  best  and  stood  loyally  bv.  Under  these 
discouraging  conditions  the  Board  of  Trustees  at  a special 
session  July  28,  1S90,  called  Dr. 

E.  Benjamin  Bierman  to  the  presi- 
dency, who  after  several  days  of 
prayerful  deliberation,  and  receiv- 
ing multiplied  assurances  of  hearty 
support  from  members  of  the  Fac- 
ulty and  mail}'  others  interested, 
decided  to  accept  the  honor.  He 
assumed  the  duties  of  the  office  at 
the  opening  of  the  Fall  term,  and 
on  the  evening  of  the  si.xth  of  No- 
vember following  he  was  formally 
inaugurated.  On  this  occasion 
Prof.  H.  Clay  Deaner,  senior  pro- 
fessor, presided  and  public  address- 
es were  delivered  by  the  new  president  and  by  members  of 
the  Faculty,  the  Board  of  Trustees,  the  alumni  association, 
the  senior  class  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Eberly.  The  occasion  was 
inspiring,  the  pulse  of  a new  life  began  to  quicken,  and 
towards  the  close  of  the  year  the  tide  of  the  affairs  of  the  In- 
stitution had  completely  set  in  favor  of  enlargement  and  per- 
manency. During  the  summer  vacation  the  college  buildings 
were  thoroughly  renovated,  the  halls  wainscoted, all  the  recita- 
tion rooms  and  manv  of  the  students’  dormitories  repapered 
and  painted,  the  president’s  office  enlarged  and  refurnished,  a 
large  I'arrel  safe  secured,  and  the  second  year  began  with  re- 
newed enthusiasm. 
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The  number  of  students  enrolled  was  largely  in  excess  of 
the  previous  year,  and  soon  after  the  opening  of  the  winter 
term  the  cheering  intelligence  came  from  Baltimore,  Md.,  that 
by  the  will  of  the  late  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Dodge,  ten  thousand 
($io,ooo)  dollars  was  devised  to  Lebanon  Valley  College  as  a 
scholarship  fund,  “the  interest  of  which  only  .is  to  be  loaned 
without  charge  to  such  pious  young  people  as  the  Faculty  of 
the  College  may  deem  worthy  of  help  as  students.’’  This 
was  by  far  the  largest  single  amount  of  money  that  the  Insti- 
tution had  ever  received,  and  caused  much  rejoicing  among 
her  friends. 

About  the  middle  of  February  a meeting  of  the  students 
was  called  and  a committee,  consisting  of  Misses  Elvire  Steh- 
man,  Maggie  Strickler  and  Anna  E.  Brightbill,  and  Messrs. 
David  G Kreider,  Seba  C.  Huber,  Harry  Yohn,  Horace  W. 
Crider,  George  D.  Xeedy  and  D.  Xewton  Scott,  was  appoint- 
ed to  employ  a Baltimore  artist  to  fre.sco  the  college  chapel. 
The  funds  were  secured  and  nearly  four  hundred  dollars  ex- 
pended in  beautifying  the  same.  This  project  of  the  students 
was  most  successfully  carried  out. 

On  Friday  evening  of  May  6th  the  Philokosmian  Literarv 
Society  celebrated  its  twenty-fifth  anniversary  under  most  au- 
spicious conditions.  Horace  W.  Crider,  a son  of  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  society,  presided,  and  D.  Albert  Kreider,  now 
a professor  in  Vale  I'niversary,  then  a member  of  the  senior 
class,  delivered  an  interesting  and  scholarly  historical  address. 

Early  in  the  year  committees  were  also  appointed  to 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  proper  observance  of 
the  silver  anniversary  of  the  College,  and  the  exercises  inci- 
dent to  this  event  occurred  on  Wednesday  evening  of  June 
fifteenth.  At  this  meeting  eloquent  and  appropriate  addresses 
were  made  by  Judge  John  B.  McPherson,  Rev.  Daniel  Piberly, 
D.  1),,  ex-President  C.  J.  Kephart,  Rev.  Charles  T.  Steam, 
D.  I)  , and  President  Bierman.  An  interesting  letter  from 
ex-President  Thomas  R,  \'ickroy,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  was  also 
read.  Before  the  meeting  adjourned  over  twelve  hundred  dol- 
lars was  contributed  for  the  purchase  of  nearly  four  acres  of 
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additional  ground  to  enlarge  the  college  campus.  Many  of 
the  citizens  of  Annville,  and  others,  gave  liberally  of  their 
means  to  secure  this  end. 

With  the  experience  of  twentv-five  years  of  earnest  strno-- 
gle  to  combat  opposition  and  overcome  error  and  misconceived 
notions  of  higher  education,  and  a loyal  and  devoted  effort  to 
build  up  an  institution  of  learning,  creditable  to  the  United 
Brethren  church  and  her  people,  the  friends  of  the  College 
entered  upon  the  second  quarter  of  a century  with  renewed 
hope  and  aspirations. 

This  historical  sketch  would  be  far  from  being  complete 
without  some  reference  to  the  loyal  and  self-sacrificing  asso- 
ciate teachers  of  these  early  years  of  the  College.  They 

helped  to  share  largely  the  duty  and  responsibility  of  admin- 
istering proper  discipline  and  to  shape  the  educational  pol- 
icy of  the  institution.  Their  conscientious  devotion  and 
strenuous  effort  to  advance  her  interests,  with  meager  sala- 
ries for  support,  and  these  seldom  promptly  paid,  merit 
special  recognition.  Among  them,  Mrs.  Viekroy,  the  wife 
of  the  first  president,  stands  very  prominent.  She  served  as 
preceptress  during  his  entire  administration,  and  was  mostad- 
mirably  adapted  for  the  place.  With  a sympathetic  nature 
and  womanly  instinct  that  readily  read  the  real  wants  of  the 
student,  she  soon  won  the  hearts  of  all  who  came  under  her 
healthful  influence. 

Miss  Kllen  L.  Walker,  a well-informed,  and  at  the  same 
time  a popular  teacher  of  music,  gave  valuable  service  until 
failing  health  compelled  her  to  resign.  Miss  Lizzie  .M.  Rig- 
ler,  a worthy  product  of  our  own  town,  gave  wise  direction 
to  the  work  in  the  ornamental  department.  Rev.  J.  Weslev 
Ktterand  Miss  Sarah  Burns,  as  pupil  assistants  and  after  grad- 
uation as  regular  professors,  deserve  no  small  credit  for  faith- 
ful Service.  Later  Rev  Dr.  Daniel  Kberly  who,  when  he  was 
tendered  the  presidency  of  the  College  declined  it,  an  elo- 
quent preacher  and  an  apt  teacher;  Prof.  H.  Clay  Deaner,  a 
devoted  and  painstaking  professor  of  mathematics  and  after- 
wards of  r.atin,  for  seventeen  long  years:  Prof.  John  H Leh- 
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man,  a genius  in  mathematics,  and  a thorough  teacher;  Mrs. 
De  Long,  wife  of  President  DeLong,  a popular  preceptress 
and  an  acceptable  teacher;  Prof.  Louis  H.  McFadden,  a 
model  instructor  and  an  adept  in  chemistry,  and  Dr.  George 
W.  Bowman,  an  alert  and  successful  professor, — these  with  a 
number  of  others  who  served  shorter  periods,' labored  in  sea- 
son and  out  of  season  with  singleness  of  purpose  to  make  the 
College  and  her  w'ork  a success. 
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AX  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  LEBANON  VALLEY 
COLLEGE. 

Whereas,  Rudolpli  Herr,  John  H.  Kinports,  George  A. 
Mark,  jr.,  L.  W.  Craunier,  George  W.  Hoverter  and  others, 
citizens  of  Annvil'.e  and  vicinicy,  bought  the  Annville  Aca- 
demy, located  at  Annville,  Lebanon  county,  Pennsylvania, 
and  presented  the  same  to  the  East  Pennsylvania  Annual 
Conference  of  the  Church  of  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ, 
on  condition  that  they  would  establisli  and  maintain  forever 
an  institution  of  learning  of  high  grade,  which  is  in  accord- 
ance with  the  design  of  said  Conference  : 

And  Whereas,  Said  Conference  accepted  said  gift  and 
appointed  a board  of  trustees  to  receive  and  control  the  same; 

And,  Whereas,  said  board  of  trustees,  agreeably  to  the 
instructions  of  said  Conference,  leased  said  property,  with  all 
additional  buildings  to  be  erected,  to  George  W.  Miles  Rigor 
and  Thomas  Rees  Vickroy  until  the  [5th  day  of  July,  1871, 
said  parties  having  obligated  themselves  to  provide  instruc- 
tion in  the  elements,  the  sciences,  ancient  and  modern  lan- 
guages and  literature,  the  ornamental  branches,  and  biblical 
literature  and  exegesis,  with  the  privilege  of  teaching  such 
other  branches  as  are  usually  taught  in  universities  ; 

And,  Whereas,  said  parties  have  successfully  organized 
said  institution,  having  invested  their  own  means,  and  gather- 
ed a number  of  students  from  different  sections  of  the  coun- 
try, the  said  school  being  under  the  principalship  of  Professor 
Thomas  Rees  Vickroy  : 

And,  Whereas,  the  said  Conference  has  appropriated 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
additional  grounds,  and  erecting  thereon  suitable  buildings; 
therefore. 
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Section  t.  Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Repn sentatives  of  the.  Commonioealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  Gen- 
eral Assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enact&d  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  there  be  and  is  hereby  erected  and  established, 
at  the  village  of  Annville,  in  Lebanon  county,  in  this  Com- 
monwealth, a college  for  the  education  of  persons  of  both 
sexes,  the  name,  style  and  title  of  which  shall  be  Lebanon 
Valley  College. 

Section  2.  That  the  board  of  trustees  shall  consist  of 
twenty-seven  persons,  who,  with  their  successors,  to  be  elect- 
ed in  the  manner  hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  forever  be  one 
body  corporate  and  politic,  in  deed  and  in  law,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  whatsoever,  by  the  name,  style  and  title  of  Leb- 
anon Valley  College,  at  Annville,  Lebanon  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, by  which  name  and  title  the  said  trustees,  and  their 
successors,  shall  be  competent  and  capable,  in  law  and  in 
equity,  to  take  to  themselves  and  their  successors,  for  the 
benefit  of  said  college,  any  estate,  in  any  messuages,  lands, 
tenements,  hereditaments,  goods,  chattels,  moneys,  or  effects, 
by  the  gift,  grant,  bargain,  sale,  conveyance,  assurance,  will, 
devise,  or  bequest  of  any  person  or  persons,  whatsoever,  and 
the  same  property  and  effects  to  sell,  rent  or  dispose  of,  as  oc- 
casion may  require,  for  the  use  of  said  college  in  such  manner 
as  to  the  said  trustees  or  a majority  of  them,  at  a legal  meet- 
ing of  the  board,  shall  seem  most  beneficial  to  the  institution: 
and  to  receive  the  income,  rents,  issues  and  proceeds,  to  the 
use  and  support  of  said  college,  and  by  the  same  name  to  sue 
and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  in  any  courts  of  law 
and  equity,  and  in  all  manner  of  suits  and  actions,  whatso- 
ever, and  generally,  by  and  in  the  same,  to  do  and  contract, 
all  and  every,  the  business  touching  or  concerning  the  busi- 
ness interests  of  the  institution,  as  fully  and  effectually  as 
any  natural  person  or  body  politic,  or  corporation  within  the 
Commonwealth,  have  power  to  manage  their  own  concerns, 
and  to  hold,  enjoy  or  exercise,  all  such  power,  authorities  and 
jurisdictions  as  are  customary  in  other  colleges  in  the  I’nited 
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States  of  America:  provided^  hoieever,  That  nothing  in  this 
section  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prohibit  the  said  Confer- 
ence from  reducing  or  increasing  the  number  of  said  trustees. 

Section  3.  And  that  the  said  trustees  shall  cause  to  be 
made  for  their  use,  one  common  seal,  with  such  devices  and 
inscriptions  thereon,  as  they  shall  think  proper,  under  and  by 
which  deeds,  diplomas,  certificates  and  acts  of  said  corpora- 
tion, shall  pass  and  be  authenticated,  and  the  .same  seal,  at 
their  pleasure,  from  time  to  time  to  change  and  alter. 

iSection  4.  That  the  first  trustees  of  said  college  shall 
consist  of  the  following  persons,  to  wit  : J-  J.  Glossbrenner, 

of  Augusta  county,  Virginia;  John  B.  Stehman,  of  Lancaster 
county;  George  A.  Mark,  John  H.  Kinports,  E/.ekiel  Light 
and  L.  W.  Craumer,  of  Lebanon  county:  Joseph  Hill,  of 
Philadelphia:  Daniel  S.  Early  and  Benjamin  Riegel,  of  Dau- 
phin county;  John  Young,  Rudolph  Herr  and  Samuel  Groh, 
of  Lebanon  county;  I.  L.  Kephart,  P.  J.  Riland,  Joseph 
Young,  Samuel  Walmer  and  \V.  S.  H.  Keyes,  of  Dauphin 
county;and  Levi  Hoover,  of  Lancaster  county ;David  Hoffman, 
of  Lehigh  county;  Michael  Sherk,  of  Dauphin  county;  J.  B. 
Daugherty  and  John  Shultz,  of  Schuylkill  county;  D.  M. 
Kauffman,  of  Philadelphia;  Lewis  Peters,  of  Berks  county; 
Benneville  Kremer,  of  Snyder  county,  and  Abraham  .Sherk 
and  A.  Steigerwald,  of  Lebanon  county,  of  whom  the  first 
mentioned  nine  shall  hold  their  offices  for  three  years,  the 
ne.xt  nine  for  two  years,  and  the  last  nine  for  one  year;  and 
that  their  successors  shall  be  appointed  by  the  East  Pennsyl- 
vania Conference  of  the  Church  of  the  United  Brethren  in 
Christ:  chat  is  at  each  regular  annual  conference  they  shall 
appoint  nine  persons  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  three 
years;  provided,  hoicever^  That  said  annual  conference  may,  by 
resolution,  delegate  the  appointment  of  any  number  of  said 
trustees,  to  any  other  annual  conference  of  said  church,  who 
may  co-operate  with  them:  said  trustees  to  enter  upon  their 
offices  at  the  first  regular  meeting  next  ensuing  after  their  ap- 
pointment. 

Section  5.  And  that  there  shall  be  a meeting  of  said 
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board  of  trustees  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  April  next  ensuing 
in  Annville,  Lebanon  county,  Pennsylvania,  at  ten  o’clock, 
A.  M.,  and  thereafter  at  least  once  a year,  at  such  time  and 
place  in  Annville  as  a majority  of  the  trustees  present,  or  the 
president  with  the  consent  of  three  members  shall  appoint, 
notice  of  such  meeting  having  been  given  to  each  trustee  by 
the  secretary  at  least  fifteen  days  previously;  one- third  of  said 
trustees  shall  constitute  a quorum,  and  shall  be  competent  to 
transact  all,  or  any  business,  and  a less  number  shall  have 
power  to  adjourn  from  time  to  time:  and  said  board  of  trus- 
tees shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacancies  that  may  occur  by 
death,  resignation  or  otherwise,  which  trustees  shall  serve  un- 
til their  successors  shall  be  appointed  by  the  ensuing  annual 
conference;  and  said  board  of  trustees,  at  any  regular  or  ad- 
journed meeting,  shall  have  power  to  transact  all  business, 
not  otherwise  provided  for  in  this  act,  such  as  making  ordi- 
nances for  the  government  of  the  institution,  electing  the 
president  and  professors  of  said  college,  fixing  the  amount  of 
their  salaries  and  stipends,  and  removing  them  after  an  impar- 
tial trial  for  immorality,  neglect  of  duty  or  incompetency,  of 
appointing  committees  of  their  own  body  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion all,  and  every,  the  resolutions  of  the  board,  and  of  ap- 
pointing a treasurer,  who  shall  give  adequate  bonds,  a secre- 
tary, and  all  other  necessary  and  customary  officers  for  taking 
care  of  the  institution,  and  managing  the  concerns  of  the 
corporation ; That  during  the  continuance 

of  the  before  mentioned  lease,  no  rule  or  regulation,  affecting 
the  government  of  the  college,  shall  be  binding  without  the 
consent  of  the  lessees,  nor  shall  the  board  of  trustees  exercise 
any  jurisdiction  with  regard  to  president  or  professors,  said 
lessees  having  the  exclusive  right  to  appoint  professors,  fix 
their  salaries  and  dismiss  them  at  pleasure;  nor  shall  any  act 
be  done  by  said  trustees  conflicting  with  the  rights,  privileges 
or  obligation  of  said  lease:  and^  provided Jmihfr,  That  noth- 
ing shall  be  taught  conflicting  with  the  doctrine  or  discipline 
of  said  church. 
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Section  6.  That  the  head,  or  chief  master,  of  the  insti- 
tution shall  be  called  and  styled  the  president  of  the  college, 
which  office  shall  be  filled  during  the  continuance  of  the 
above-mentioned  lease  by  the  present  principal,  Thomas  Rees 
Vickroy,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  prepare  a code  of  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  government  of  the  faculty  and  students, 
and  submit  the  same  for  the  approval  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees, to  arrange  the  courses  of  study  in  the  various  depart- 
ments in  which  it  is  proposed  to  graduate  students,  and  sub- 
mit the  same  for  the  approval  of  the  board  of  trustees,  and  to 
present  a written  report,  annually,  to  the  patronizing  confer- 
ences of  the  condition  of  the  schools;  the  masters  of  the  col- 
lege shall  be  styled  professors,  and  their  assistants,  tutors;  the 
president  and  professors,  or  a majority  of  them,  shall  be  styled 
the  faculty  of  the  college,  which  faculty  shall  be  ex-officio 
members  of  the  board  of  trustees;  and  the  said  faculty  shall 
have  power  of  enforcing  the  rules  and  regulations  adopted  by 
the  trustees  for  the  government  of  the  students  by  rewarding 
or  venturing  them  and  finally  by  suspending  or  expelling  such 
of  them  as  after  repeated  admonitions  shall  continue  disobe- 
dient or  refractory;  and  of  granting  and  conferring  bv  and 
with  the  approbation  and  consent  of  the  board  of  trustees, 
signified  by  their  mandamus,  such  degrees  in  the  liberal  arts 
and  sciences,  to  such  students  of  the  college,  or  others,  who, 
by  their  proficiency  in  learning  or  other  meritorious  distinc- 
tions, they  shall  think  entitled  to  them,  as  are  usually  con- 
ferred and  granted  in  other  colleges  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  grant  to  such  graduates  diplomas,  or  certificates  under  their 
common  seal  and  signed  by  the  faculty,  to  authenticate  and 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  such  graduation. 

Section  7.  Xo  misnomer  of  the  said  corporation  shall 
defeat  or  annul  au}' gift,  grant,  devise  or  bequest  to  or  from 
the  said  corporation:’  provided,  .The  interest  of  the  parties 
shall  sufficiently  appear  of  the  gift,  grant,  will  or  other 
writing,  whereby  any  estate  or  interest  w'as  intended  to  pa.ss  to 
or  from  the  said  corporation,  nor  shall  any  disuser  or  user  of 
the  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  jurisdictions  or  authorities, 
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hereby  granted  to  the  said  corporation,  or  any  of  them, 
create  or  cause  a forfeiture  thereof;  and  the  plots  of  ground 
with  the  buildings  erected  thereon,  so  long  as  the  same  are 
held  and  used  for  the  purposes  of  the  institution,  shall  be  free 
and  exempt  from  taxation. 

JOHN  P.  GLASS, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

LOUIS  W.  HALL, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  the  fifth  day  of  April,  A.  D.,  1867. 

JOHN  \V.  GEARY. 
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Twenty-fifth  Anniversary  of  Palatinate 

College. 

By  Rev.  J.  E.  Hiester,  D.D. 

Twenty-five  years  ago,  a literary  institution  was  born  in 
this  place,  called  Palatinate  College.  This  was  an  event  of 
importance,  much  more  so  than  the  birth  of  an  individual. 
Palatinate  College  is  no  longer  a child  which  must  be  fondled 
and  nursed.  It  has  grown  to  manhood  and  four  years  ago  it 
reached  the  age  of  majority.  It  has  survived  the  changes, 
the  troubles,  and  the  dangers  of  its  childhood  and  youth;  and 
is  now  all  the  stronger,  because  it  has  passed  through  such  a 
chequered  scene  of  experience  in  early  life.  We,  its  friends,  to 
whom  the  Institution  has  grown  dear,  are  assembled  here  on 
this  quarter  centennial  jubilee,  to  rejoice,  that  after  an  exist- 
ence of  twenty-five  years,  Palatinate  College  is  still  living: 
not  only  living,  but  also  in  the  possession  of  good  health  and 
the  vigor  of  conscious  manhood.  As  such  it  is  a center  of 
influence  and  power  for  good  in  the  entire  community,  which 
makes  itself  felt  even  beyond  the  limits  of  the  county  in 
which  it  is  located,  and  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  Classis 
which  gave  it  birth. 

Palatinate  College  is  the  offspring  of  the  Classis  of  Leba- 
non, of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States.  Some- 
times, in  order  to  know  a man  fully,  it  becomes  necessary  to 
trace  his  origin,  to  ascertain  his  parentage  and  the  circum- 
stances amid  which  he  was  born  and  reared.  There  have 
been  various  circumstances  which  operated  together  to  bring 
into  exi.stence  this  Institution  in  this  particular  locality  and 
community.  It  is  probably  well  known,  that  the  Synod  of 


I’ALATIXATK  COLLEGK. 


the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  recommended  to 
the  different  Classes  under  its  jurisdiction,  to  found  Classical 
High  Schools  or  Collegiate  Institutes  for  the  promotion  of 
higher  education.  Dr.  George  Wolff,  now  of  blessed  memory, 
was  alive  to  the  importance  of  having  such  a school  estab- 
lished in  Myerstown,  and  at  his  instance  a special  meeting  of 
Lebanon  Classis  was  called  to  consider  the  propriety  of  pur- 
chasing the  Academy,  which  was  then  for  sale,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  founding  a Collegiate  Institute.  On  August  28,  1866, 
the  Classis  met,  and  resolved  to  found  a Collegiate  Institute. 
Proposals  were  invited,  but  none  were  received  e.xcept  from 
the  citizens  of  Myerstown,  who  offered  to  raise  $7,000  for  the 
erection  of  a suitable  building.  This  amount  was  afterwards 
increased  to  SS.ooo.  The  offer  of  the  Myerstown  people  was 
accepted  by  the  Classis,  January  21,  1S67. 

On  February  20,  of  the  same  year,  the  Classis  elected  a 
Board  of  Trustees,  to  whose  care  and  management  this  im- 
portant educational  movement  was  committed.  The  members 
elected  Trustees  were  : Rev.  C.  FI.  Leinbach,  Rev.  F.  W. 

Kremer,  Dr.  Joseph  S.  Lemberger,  Jacob  Behney,  William 
Tice,  Rev.  J.  K.  Hiester,  Rev.  G.  Wolff,  Jacob  Schaeffer, 
John  Albert,  Joseph  Coover,  Rev.  J.  P.  Stein,  Rev.  S.  A. 
Leinbach,  John  A.  Donges,  Cyrus  M.  Krall  and  Frederick 
Hamer.  Of  the  fifteen  members  there  is  but  one  that  is  a 
member  of  the  present  Board,  and  who  has  been  continuously 
a member  of  it  for  twenty- five  years.* 

The  Board  resolved  to  open  a high  school  without  delay 
in  the  old  Academy,  which  was  accordingly  done  on  April  18, 
1867.  The  interest  was  under  the  control  of  Prof.  Samuel 
Hemperley. 

The  Board,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  from  the 
Classis  of  Lebanon,  proceeded  to  erect  a College  building, 
consisting  of  the  main  building  and  of  the  east  wing.  The 
west  wing  was  erected  eight  years  afterwards  (1875).  The 
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corner  stone  of  the  new  edifice  was  laid  with  appropriate  and 
solemn  services  on  Whit-Monday,  June  lo,  1867.  The  Board 
had  invited  Dr.  T.  S.  Johnston,  Rev.  B Bausman,  Rev.  F.  J. 
F.  Shautz  and  Rev.  A.  S.  Leinbach  to  deliver  addresses  on 
the  occasion.  The  Building  Committee,  appointed  by  the 
Board,  consisted  of  Joseph  Coover,  Jacob  Schaeffer  and  Rev. 
Geo.  Wolff.  The  Licentiate  H.  R.  Nicks  was  the  first  presi- 
dent of  the  College.  His  administration  lasted  from  1867  to 
[87 2 — 5 years.  He  paid  to  the  Board  a bonus  of  3 cents  for 

each  day  scholar  per  week,  and  25  cents  for  every  boarder  per 
week.  Not  long  before  the  close  of  his  administration  he 
leased  the  building  and  the  premises,  and  bound  himself  by  a 
written  agreement  to  pay  the  debt,  and  the  interest  thereon; 
and  in  fourteen  years  deliver  the  College  back  to  the  Board 
free  of  debt.  But  circumstances  occurred  which  compelled 
him  to  ask  the  Board  to  have  the  agreement  dissolved.  The 
debt  on  the  College  amounted  at  this  time  to  Si  2,000.  During 
his  administration  the  building  of  the  we.st  wing  was  being 
agitated,  but  the  heavy  debt  on  the  College  was  in  the  way. 
Both  the  Board  and  the  Classis  were  afraid  to  put  up  this  wing 
although  it  was  needed,  inasmuch  as  the  president  had  to 
send  students  away  because  he  could  not  accommodate  them 
for  want  of  rooms.  By  this  time  the  Classis  of  Lebanon  had 
fully  realized  that  it  had  an  elephant  on  its  hands,  and  it  did 
not  know  what  to  do  with  it.  In  1S72  President  H.  R.  Nicks 
resigned,  and  left  the  College  in  a demoralized  condition.  A 
brief  interim  followed,  during  which  Rev.  W.  M.  Reily  acted 
as  president  pro.  tern. 

Rev.  George  W.  Aughinbaugh  was  elected  to  the  presi- 
dency of  the  College,  December  23,  1872,  and  entered  upon 
the  duties  of  his  position  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1873 
under  discouraging  circumstances.  Under  his  administration 
the  Institution  became  again  prosperous;  so  much  so  that  the 
president  had  to  rent  rooms  in  private  houses  to  accommodate 
applicants  for  admittance.  The  erection  of  the  west  wing 
became  now  a pressing  necessity.  This  wing  was  built  during 
the  summer  of  1S73.  This  increased  the  indebtedness  of  the 
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Board;  and  the  College  having  now  two  wings  was  in  danger 
of  flying  away.  The  Building  Committee  consisted  of  James 
T.  Reber,  Rev.  G.  W.  Aughinbaugh,  G.  G.  Heilman,  Rev. 
C.  H.  Leinbach  and  Henry  Heilman.  The  wing  was  dedi- 
cated December  23,  1875.  George  F.  Baer,  Esq.,  delivered  an 
address  on  this  occasion.  This  administration  c4me  to  a sud- 
den close  by  Dr.  Aughinbaugh  offering  his  resignation  as 
president  of  the  College  on  July  12,  iSSi,  which  the  Board 
reluctantly  accepted.  He  left  the  school  in  a prosperous  con- 
dition, after  having  served  it  faithfully  as  president  for  nine 
and  a half  years.  During  his  administration  the  Board  carried 
on  the  College,  elected  or  appointed  the  professors  and  teach- 
ers, fixed  the  salaries,  and  carried  on  the  Boarding  Department 
through  an  overseer. 

Rev.  W.  M.  Reily  was  now  appointed  general  superin- 
tendent to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  College  during  the  in- 
terim. 

Rev.  George  B.  Russel,  D.  D.,  was  elected  to  be  the  suc- 
cessor of  Dr.  G.  W.  Aughinbaugh.  He  entered  upon  the  du- 
ties of  his  office  November  2,  18S1 , and  served  in  this  capacity 
until  March  23,  1SS3,  not  quite  one  year  and  five  months. 
The  first  year  was  successful,  but  in  the  beginning  of  the 
second  year  a disaffection  arose  among  the  students,  which 
had  the  effect  of  greatly  diminishing  the  number  of  students 
in  attendance.  At  a special  meeting  of  the  Board  held  March 
27,  1883,  the  Board  resolved  to  close  the  College  for  the  pres- 
ent. Owing  to  the  disaffection  among  the  students  during 
the  fall  term,  the  number  of  students  now  in  attendance  was 
very  slim,  the  revenue  had  greatly  decreased  and  the  indebt- 
edness of  the  Institution  was  daily  increasing,  as  the  income 
grew  less  and  less  This  w'as  probably  the  darkest  period  in 
the  history  of  the  College.  There  was  a gloomy  outlook:  hope 
was  bordering  on  despair;  everybody  was  discouraged.  The 
College  debt,  which  had  now  reached  the  sum  of  Si8,ooo,  w'as 
resting  like  a dark  incubus  upon  the  Institution,  threatening  to 
crush  out  the  life  of  it.  This  debt  question  was  troubling  the 
school  all  along  from  the  very  start.  The  Classis  for  a while 
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relieved  the  Board  to  some  extent  by  paying  a part  of  the  in- 
terest on  the  bonded  debt.  Repeated  efforts  were  made  to 
liquidate  the  debt  by  collecting  funds,  but  they  were  only 
partially  successful. 

Soon  after  Dr.  Russel’s  administration  closed,  the  Colleo-e 
property  was  leased  to  Rev.  W.  M.  Reily  for  a term  of  eleven 
weeks.  The  release  was  renewed  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year. 
Rev.  Reily  deserves  great  credit  for  taking  hold  of  it  at  so  un- 
favorable a time.  He  preserved  it  from  drowning.  June  13, 
1884,  Dr.  W.  M.  Reily  resigned  the  presidency  of  the  College 
to  accept  a call  from  the  Allentown  Female  Seminary. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  Lebanon  Classis  in  1884,  the 
financial  condition  of  the  College  w'as  fully  discussed.  Both 
the  Classis  and  the  Board  felt  that  the  Institution  could  not  be 
carried  on  much  longer  with  the  debt  resting  upon  it.  Hence 
the  Classis  apportioned  $19,000  among  the  different  pastoral 
charges  to  pay  the  debt.  A few'  of  us  had  no  confidence  in 
the  apportionment  scheme,  and  hence  we  set  to  w'ork  to  devise 
a new  plan,  the  final  result  of  which  was  the  formation  and 
organization  of  the  Palatinate  College  Association,  Limited, 
which  is  compo.sed  of  38  shareholders,  who  wiped  out  the 
debt,  which  had  amounted  to  nearly  $19,000,  w-hich  amount 
was  rai.sed  in  less  than  two  months.  On  July  28,  18S4,  Leba- 
non Classis  approved  and  ratified  this  new  arrangement,  and 
w’as  heartily  glad  to  get  rid,  if  not  of  the  College,  at  least  of 
the  College  debt.  The  best  w'ay  to  wipe  out  a debt  is  to  pay 
it.  The  College  is  still  virtually  an  Institution  of  the  church, 
and  is  carried  on  in  the  interest  of  the  church.  The  new  ar- 
rangement thus  far  has  w'orked  w'ell. 

L'uder  the  new'  arrangement  the  Board  of  Managers 
tendered  a call  to  Rev.  W.  C.  Schaefi'er  to  be  the  president  of 
the  Palatinate  College.  He  a.ssumed  control  of  the  Institu- 
tion with  the  opening  of  the  scholastic  year,  18S4.  The 
Board  invested  the  new'  president  w'ith  more  power  than  any 
of  his  predecessors  had,  and  committed  the  entire  management 
into  his  hands.  He  had  the  right  to  select  his  assistants.  The 
Board  paid  the  president  a fixed  salary,  and  adopted  a sliding 
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scale  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  his  salary.  This  plan  has 
worked  well.  During  the  administration  of  President  Schaef- 
fer the  College  prospered.  In  May,  1891,  he  resigned  his  po- 
sition to  re-enter  upon  the  duties  of  the  active  ministry.  He 
served  seven  years. 

Rev.  E.  S.  Kemp  was  elected  to  be  the  successor  of  Dr. 
W.  C.  Schaeffer,  and  assumed  control  of  the  College  in  the 
beginning  of  July,  1891.  The  school  has  been  prosperous 
thus  far  under  his  management.  The  outlook  is  promising. 
During  the  25  years  of  its  existence  the  College  has  had  si.x 
presidents,  three  stewards  and  the  Board  of  ^Trustees  two 
presidents. 

May  God  bless  and  prosper  the  Institution  in  the  future, 
its  president,  its  professors,  its  teachers  and  their  work. 

Amen. 
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